A histological and electronmicroscopic study of intracorneal melanin in benign and malignant melanocytic lesions.
Intracorneal melanin is a feature quite frequently encountered in a range of melanocytic lesions, yet has rarely been described in the literature. We examined a variety of melanocytic lesions with increasing degrees of melanocytic atypia for this feature. The distribution and amount of intracorneal melanin is described and it was shown to be entirely within keratinocytes. In general, the amount of intracorneal melanin was related to increasing melanocytic atypia and was typically distributed in a disorderly fashion in malignant lesions.